225 Time-Based:
Action and Documentation

Zach Muir

Assignment 1 Workbook
Video Files are on my USB stick

(see below)
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My loneliness is manageable but I think I'm Jjust a bit tired of
doing things on my own

i If i die please delete my soundcloud
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| There are cartan facts that cannot be disputed
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| did film some stuff for this idea, however | did not do anything with the footage as | had other, better, ideas on the
go. | was also wondering whether the ‘action’ component of this would be enough. However looking back now
(20/08/23) it may pay to experiment with overlaying this footage with a version of the pixel pattern video in an
applicable colour. This would add some more colour into the works, as they are quite dark, only lit by colours from
my laptop screen (see above). | believe this is where | got the idea for the zooming in on a colour on the laptop
screen, so it would be good to see these ideas merged at some point.
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This note was about the zooming in on the laptop screen colours, in relation to my list of potentially appropriate
songs on the page above. However, it also half applies to my other music video ideas, as it is more difficult to have
a set idea of what you want and not be able to get those shots, than to get shots you like and find a fitting song
later.



GREEN SCREEN WORKSHOPS

Over two lessons we learnt how to shoot
greenscreen footage well, as well as how to chroma
key it and composite the footage over a background.

The main things to worry about for shooting are to
have the model well lit, as well as the background i
(with separate lights) so that no shadows are cast on S
the greenscreen, as that would make it more difficult
to key it out later.

The most important bit about the editing stage is to
remember which effect to use (3D Keyer), and to
make sure show effects is on, otherwise you won't
be able to see it until the video is rendered.




Pink and Blue

Includes music from Transgender by Crystal Castles
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/851868111

The idea for this work came from in-class discussion about playing with the materiality of video, by filming
screens, etc. For this, | pulled up a pink colour on google images, as | thought that would give an interesting
combination of pixel colours to work with. Then whilst filming, | zoomed in and out of the screen in order to
get the fluctuating patterns and pixels.

When it came to watching the video back, the colours, shapes and rhythm of the zooming reminded me of
the song Transgender by Crystal Castles. This feeling is similar to synesthesia for me, songs have a colour,
and feelings have a shape. To me Transgender (the song) is very purple, which is what the outer edges of
the video are, as well as the red and blue lines more to the centre of the work. After editing the video and
audio together, some of the beats in the song and video lined up coincidentally. | did not try to match the
audio, only to end it at a point that felt like an ending not a jarring stop.

Perhaps it is something to think about, to try not rely too much on what feeling the work evokes in me, but
what the audience is actually experiencing. To get others to understand where I'm coming from with this
work it may help to put a screen of text beforehand describing synesthesia. However, this may also take the
audience out of the work.

Linking this to a wider social context is a rather difficult thing. It sort of links to the current social climate
around transgender issues, especially abroad in America. However this is mostly to do with the song choice
and not much about the action of zooming or the materiality of the screen. The lyrics of the song celebrate
the love and understanding trans people have for eachother, through otherworldly vocals that resemble
something ethereal.

Feedback/critique:
- Create similar effects through projecting and recording over and over.
- ‘Choreograph’ it more to the music.


https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/851868111

Trees and Friends

Includes music from Treehouse by Alex G
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/851868456

This work records a walk | went on with one of my friends from halls, exploring the graveyard and trails
around and under Grafton Bridge off Symonds Street. | filmed a lot of what | found interesting on the walk,
however what | found interesting after the video were the few shots | had that featured my friend. This is
because there is more movement in the shots, and a colour that stands out. The other most interesting thing
was the sheer scale of Grafton Bridge, which you don’t realise when you're walking over it.

| combined the footage with a song that felt fitting with the clips. This editing definitely made a narrative that
is different from the reality of the experience, creating a more romanticised version. | feel like this raises
questions about platonic v. romantic relationships, especially though a queer lens, as these things are more
fluid in that way than with cis heterosexual individuals. Miles is a good friend, but | have edited them to look
like there is something there which is not. This also relates to how people can have an interpretation of
others’ relationships that are not necessarily true, just because of a couple interactions they’ve seen.

| think it would also be interesting to use the original audio of these clips in another version of this work, as
we talked because at the time | was thinking of putting a song over the video. Listening to mundane
conversation, something not necessarily private, but only initially meant to be heard by the other. The audio
could go with the clips originally filmed or with separate footage filmed later, or with mismatching clips from
the initial walk.

Feedback/critique:
- When viewed without audio, the black cuts that are on beat seem out of place.
- Keep movement between cuts going in the same direction to create a more continuous feeling.


https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/851868456
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Just Blue
Includes music from Dark Side of the Moon by suisside

This work was my first attempt at trying out different colours as an extension/further iterations of Pink and
Blue. | originally tried to ‘choreograph’ it to Crimewave by Crystal Castles, however | think because of the
colour | chose, the patterns were having a hard time showing up. This frustrated me so | ended the filming
quicker than | planned. When editing, | took out the background noise of the intended song, and watched for
a bit to think of a different potentially fitting song. This combination of visual and audio does not work as well
as the first iteration, however | could experiment with other shades of blue to see if they showed the pixel
patterns better. | also tried different ways of editing the first bit after the initial zoom in so that every time the
repeating noise changed, the video would be in a different spot (see diagram below). However, doing this
on my laptop made it lag and was overall too difficult, although | may try again later.

| decided to keep in the bit at the beginning where | zoom into my laptop before zooming in again to try find
the patterns, as this reflects the ideas of ‘diving’ into the internet, and how it kind of has a mind of it's own, it
is it's own entity, one that is hard to pin down, constantly shifting and changing depending on what part you
look at. This is the one aspect of this work that
| think is successful.
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Redorange 1
Includes music from Rats by Mr Kitty

| entered into filming this work with the idea in mind to purposefully ‘choreograph’ the patterns to the music.
When picking the shade of red and the song, | kept it in mind that they should go together. While | think it is
a good enough fit, the shade of red is not quite red/pink enough, too orange, which is why the work is
Redorange and not simply Red.

This one is the most similar to Pink and Blue, as | have not made any special edits to attempt to enhance
the patterns or viewing experience. However, | did figure out how to fade out both audio and video in order
to get rid of the abrupt endings both of my previously critiqued works had. This makes the ending now less
noticeable than before. However, if | was to loop the video (without the audio) this would not work as well as
if | faded the video and audio in at the beginning or if | ended on an identical frame as the beginning. This is
another idea | think it would be interesting to explore in further works.



Redorange Doubled and Mirrored
Includes music from Rats by Mr Kitty

The concept for this work was created when | was editing Redorange 1. | was thinking about how | could
enhance or multiply the effect of the pixel patterns somehow. An idea | had previously after one of the green
screen workshops was to overlay two side profile faces with one front on face, in order to get the eyes to
line up and be the most saturated part of the video, similar to some optical illusions (see diagram below). |
could have done this more effectively by bringing the opacity of both clips to half (or similar), in order for the
overlapping portions to be more mixed and different, as the one layer with lower opacity has less power to
create this effect when the other layer is at full opacity.

This work is more effective than Just Blue, as the patterns show up better. |
think for future attempts, a red-ish purple or a yellow-y green would be
interesting to see what patterns and underlying colours would show up.

Also with this work, | enlarged the colour on my laptop before filming, which
may have had an effect on where the patterns were appearing, as in this and
Redorange 1, the patterns were much lower than in my first attempt, Pink
and Blue. opening the image of the colour in a new tab would probably be
the most effective way to proceed with any further works of this kind.

Feedback/critique:
- Mix this effect with the other more music-video-ish idea. Since the ideas came at the same time it
would be interesting to see what the result is if they become one video.
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Remix - Redorange Over Trees
Includes music from Treehouse by Alex G

After 1-8s in class on the 17th | thought about combining Trees n Friends with the pixel pieces in some way.
When sitting down to edit the first decision was to keep the audio from the original Trees video as the
editing of that was done in time to the song and would look strange if | used different audio. The first pixel
piece | tried putting over this was Pink and Blue, which didn’t work well together with Trees. | then tried Just
Blue, but the intro of that didn’t work either and it wasn’t long enough. In the end | landed on my first
Redorange work, as the other version would have been a bit too much. | used the fade out at the end again,
which was a slight challenge to get both videos and audio to be in sync finishing. That, along with lowering
the opacity of Redorange, was about the extent of the editing.

The effect of having Redorange over the top gives the effect as if you are looking at an old style TV, as if
you can see the screen bulging out. It also reminds me of when you press on a computer screen and circles
or a little ghost-y bit appears under your finger. The tone that the red with lower opacity gives the cool/green
coloured video reminds me of photos of my parents from the 70s. These effects work together to give the
viewer a strong nostalgic feeling, as if they are looking back on a fond memory.

It would be interesting to film something similar to Trees n Friends, as well as a pixel-y thing to go with it
where the audio both works with the editing of the music video part and the ‘choreography’ of the colour.



The lllusion of Self
No audio

With this work | was attempting to apply the technique | used in Redorange Doubled and Mirrored, just
testing if it would work with people in order to create the illusion | was envisioning (see diagram below).
While this worked well enough for it to line up at some points, | don’t particularly like it as a route to continue
with. A couple of potential ideas to improve it would be to perhaps write something and either voiceover it or
put text on the screen.

| know how | would best make this with Photoshop with multiply layers and a white background, however |
don’t know if or how | would do this in Da Vinci Resolve. If neither of my improvement ideas worked, | think
it would be best to leave this work as simply a still image.




